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compassion, and was thenceforth furnished." 1S Weber thus un- 
doubtedly facilitated for the poet the acquaintance with this vast 
field of antiquarian research. 

On the basis of very fragmentary evidence, Nordby had summed 
up Scott's position with regard to things Scandinavian with a 
remarkable degree of intuition. The interest in Professor Lieder's 
study lies in its completeness. It seems, therefore, all the more 
regrettable that he did not at least mention the Letters on Demon- 
ology and Witchcraft of 1830, which contain a large number of 
additional references to Old Norse superstitions, particularly fairies, 
dwarfs, and ghosts. 

Frederick W. J. Heuser. 

Columbia University. 



CORRESPONDENCE 
Corneille's Relations with Louis Petit 

Various authors have touched upon the friendly relations of 
P. Corneille with Louis Petit, the satirical poet of Rouen (1614?- 
1695). Although the diversity between their kinds of talent, be- 
tween Corneille's tragic loftiness and Petit's cool-headed satire, 
was marked, Corneille seems to have had real esteem for his 
friend's poetical powers and to have addressed to him an exhorta- 
tion to undertake more ambitious work than his occasional amor- 
ous verse and his satires. Petit replied with a poem to Corneille, 
under the pastoral disguise of Damon, in which he defended his 
free and easy manner and stressed his disdain of literary glory. 1 

The satirical works of Louis Petit are in the vein of the other 
satirical poets of seventeenth century Normandy: Courval-Sonnet, 
Jean Auvray, Robert Angot, David Ferrand, the principal author 
of La Muse Normande, etc. He began to publish only at the end 
of his career. In 1686, he printed his Discours satyriques et 
moraux, ou Satyres generates (Rouen, 1686), which was reprinted, 

"Loekhart, iv. 9 

1 Cf. Goujet, Bioliotheque Francoise, xvm, 230 — Nouv. Biographie Di- 
dot. — Notice by A. Chassant in La Muse Normande de Louis Petit, Rouen, 
1853. — Notice by 01. de Gourcuff in Les Satires de Louis Petit, Paris, 
1883. — -Notice by P. Duputel in Precis de I'academie de Rouen, 1827. — 
Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, May, 1&87. — Oursel, Biographie 
Normande. — -Lebreton, BiogmpMe Rouennaise. — Fred. Lach&vre, Biblio- 
graphic des Recueils Collectifs, n, 413. — A. van Bever, Les Pontes du 
Terroir, ill, 427 etc. 
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with a changed title, as Le nouveau Juvenal satyrique, pour la 
reformation des mceurs et des abus de notre siecle (Utrecht, 1716). 
There exists also a modern reprint of the same text with the title: 
Les satires de Louis Petit (Paris, Jouaust, 1883). Again the 
same satires, with the exception of the first, are found, with variants 
and additions, in a volume published in 1713 : Les Oeuvres diverses 
du sieur D*** (Paris, no publisher given). Fred. Lachevre is 
inclined to believe that all the poems appearing in this volume are 
by Louis Petit. 2 His only other volume published during his 
lifetime is the Dialogues satyriques et moraux (In prose, Paris, 
1686 and Paris, Amsterdam, 1688). 

In 1853, Alph. Chassant studied a manuscript volume of Louis 
Petit's unpublished poems, which, at that time, belonged to Leopold 
Marcel, notary at Louviers, and which now seems lost. Since it 
was dated 1658, it contained evidently his early verse, written 
before P. Corneille left Rouen for Paris, in 1662. It is clearly to 
this poetry of his youth that he refers in the first satire of his 
Discoxirs satyriques et moraux ou Satyres generales (1686) : 

Jusqu' icy de l'amour j'ay chantie les tendresses 
Dans niille vers badins a de jeunes mattresses; 

Mais ma muse aujourd'huy prend d'autres sentiments 
Qui s'aecorderont mieux avec mes cheveux blancs. 

Alph. Chassant published a few of the poems, most of them in 
" patois Normand " as : La Muse Normande de Louis Petit de 
Rouen, en patois Normand (Rouen, 1853). Prom his description 
of the manuscript it results that it contained exactly the kind of 
amorous and capricious verse to which Petit referred as consti- 
tuting his early work. Some of it may have appeared in the 
Recueils of the time, to which he contributed. 3 

About L. Petit's relations with P. Corneille the abbe Goujet 
states : " II estoit 1' ami particulier de Pierre Corneille, et il f ut 
1' editeur de ses pieces de Theatre, reimprimees a Rouen chez 
Lallemant. Corneille ayant quitte Rouen, M. Petit alia aussi a. 
Paris, et il y fut tres assidu a, 1' H6tel de Rambouillet, ou il se 
fit aimer et estimer." 4 This example of constant friendship was 
taken over by various Notices on Louis Petit, generally with a few 
additional embellishments. Alph. Chassant says that after Cor- 
neille's death, in 1684, the Parisian drawing-rooms lost their 
attraction for Louis Petit and that he returned to Rouen. 

Yet the information given by the abbe Goujet is contradicted 
by the Au Lecteur of Petit's second book, the Dialogues satyriques 
et moraux. There Petit explains : " Je n' ay done qu' un petit 

2 Bibliographie des Recueils coll., n, 414. 

3 Fred. Lachevre, op. cit. 

1 Biblioth. Franc., xvm, p. 232. 
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mot a vous dire de moy ; c'est qu' il y a long-temps que je ne suis 
plus jeune, et que depuis plus de vingt-cinq ans j' ay toujours 
respire 1' air d' une Province ou 1' on ne se pique pas de la derniere 
politesse de la Langue. Ainsi je vous demande un peu d'indulgence 
pour mon stile." Since Louis Petit wrote this in 1686, he must 
have lived at Rouen from before 1661 to 1686 and later; and 
these dates include exactly the time that he is supposed to have 
followed Corneille to Paris, from 1662 to 1684. Besides, it is 
at least very doubtful that Louis Petit, after 1662, had occasion 
to be so much in evidence at the Hotel de Rambouillet as his 
biographers believe, for the literary meetings there were lagging 
considerably since 1658 and ceased entirely in 1665. 

The Dialogues satyriques et momux have always been ascribed 
to Louis Petit of Rouen. Goujet says : " II est certain que c'est 
au meme (Louis Petit) qu' il faut attribuer des Dialogues 
satyriques et moraux, en prose, qui parurent aussi en 1686." In 
confirmation of this statement I note that the title-page of each 
edition gives the author's name as " Monsieur Petit." Now, the 
work cannot be a production of Claude Le Petit, who wrote the 
satire Paris ridicule, for he was burned in 1665, and the author of 
the Dialogues satyriques et moraux, according to his Au Lecteur, 
was still living in 1686. The Parisian doctor Pierre Petit (1616- 
1687) cannot be considered to be its author for he wrote exclu- 
sively Latin verse, and, moreover, he lived at Paris, whereas the 
author of the Dialogues satyriques states that he spent at least 
twenty-five years in the Province. 

In 1686 Louis Petit was about seventy-two years old, which is 
in accordance with the statement in the Au Lecteur: " II y a 
long-temps que je ne suis plus jeune." Finally, the Dialogues 
satyriques et moraux are entirely in the vein of Louis Petit as 
illustrated by his preceding volume of satires : Discours satyriques 
et moraux ou Satyres generates. 

In view of these facts one seems justified in believing that 
Louis Petit did not follow P. Corneille to Paris in 1662. His 
frequent visits to the Hotel de Rambouillet probably date back 
from before 1658, for in the manuscript of that date, described by 
Alph. Chassant and referred to above, many poems are found 
dedicated to various wits and ladies he may have met there, as 
La presidente de Franquetot, Mme de Rambouillet, Mme de 
Motteville, Mme de Gromeny, the marquis de Saint Aignan, and 
others. 

GUSTAVE L. VAN ROOSBROECK. 
University of Minnesota. 



